American Broadcasting Company 1330 Avenue of the Americas New York. New York 10019 Telephone 212 lTI-7777 


April 14, 1975 


Dear Mr. Weisberg: 


This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated March 14, 

1975, in which you request that ABC broadcast your views 
concerning the John F. Kennedy assasination. Your request 
is apparently based on the position that, under the Fairness 
Doctrine the Federal Communications Commission requires that 
the viewpoints of all spokesmen be aired whenever controversial 
issues are involved. 

For your information, the Fairness Doctrine requires a broad- 
caster, in presenting a discussion of one side of a controversial 
issue of public importance, to present representative and 
contrasting viewpoints in its overall programming. The Fairness 
Doctrine does not afford a right of reply to any individual or 
group, but instead places the choice of spokesmen in the 
reasonable discretion of the broadcaster. The broadcaster is 
not expected to present all views, but only to use its good 
faith effort to identify the major viewpoints and shades of 
opinion being debated. 

We feel that we have fulfilled our obligations as broadcasters 
in the treatment in our broadcasts of the assasination of John 
F. Kennedy. For example, last March 6th on "Geraldo Rivera : 
Goodnight America", Dick Gregory and Ralph Schoenman explained 
their conspiracy theory of the assasination; Robert Groden, by 
analyzing certain film, explained his views of why the Warren 
Commission was in error. Also, on March 27th on "Geraldo 
Rivera : Goodnight America", Malcolm Kilduff and Jim Bishop 
defended the work of the Warren Commission; Drs. Josiah 
Thompson and Cyril Wecht cited forensic evidence to support their 
opinions of the incorrectness of the Warren Commission; and Mark 
Lane explained his reasons for disbelieving the Warren Commission. 

For the reasons outlined above, we respectfully decline your 
request for time, but thank you for writing us to express your 
opinions . 


ral Attorney 

Mr. Harold Weisberg 

Coq d'Or Press 
Route 8 

Frederick, Maryland 21701 



